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A DVERTIS E ME N I. 


Offer this poem to the public with all 

the reverence to it's opinion that youth, 

and diffidence can entertain. 
lam ſenſible I ſhould beg their pardon for 
WW inaccuracies, if not for more conſpicuous 
8 faults. Of late years I have not habituated 
8 myſelf to think with that cloſeneſs which is 
expected from a writer; and perhaps it is 
impoſſible, without much practice, to form 
a regular compoſition. Where the mind has 
been long inattentive, to give a production 
all it's neceſſary correctneſs, is arduous, if not 
Wy impracticable. In that caſe, we want judg- 
ment improved by books, and the exerciſe 
ot itſelf ; we want the cool habit of applica- 
tion. Poetical ardour will rouze us into that 
exertion which always attends it; but we 
W {hall find a languor, and incapacity, when 
oe attempt minutely to weigh the proprie- 
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ty of our thoughts, to arrange images, and 
to adjuſt expreſſion. + hb is 
Vet I flatter myſelf that approbation, in 


ſome degree, will be granted both to my ſtyle, 
and my ſentiments ------- and their Object is 


DIVINE. 


Berwick, June 30. 1764. 
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IF noble thoughts poetic warmth inſpire, 


Fancy ſhould then her little flowers diſdain, 
And pour a ſimple, but a manly {train. 


Mr raptured ſoul defpiſes narrow views, 


I mount no Pegaſus, invoke no Mule; 


B 


No trifle ſhould employ che ſacred fire; 


SUPREMEBEIN G. 


I ne1- 
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(6) 

I neither beg Apollo, nor the Nine 

To ſpeed my verſe, and live along each line: 
Fly hence the whole parade of Claſſic Powers, 


Caſtalian Beverage, and Caſtalian Bowers. 


My Gop! my FaTrntr.! Lord of Heaven and Earth! 
Whoſe high command ſpoke Nature into birth; 
Parent of intellectual human kind, 


Stupendous Former of the reaſoning mind; 


Of N x w Tox's being the propitious cauſe, - 15 


By whom we viewed THEE through thy wonderous laws; 
Whoſe goodneſs Mil rom on mankind beſtowed, 
Sublime deſpiſer of each beaten road; 


Whoſe ardent flight with pleaſing awe we trace, 


Darting through chaos, and unmeaſured Tpace; 20 
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Fo rxex I ſing ! Thy Poets numbers aid, 
neck him, when raſh, and heat him, when afraid; 
ccept the pious tribute of his lays, 


yo burns, at once, and trembles while he prays ! 


Ir by the errors of my youth diſtreſſed, 26; 


: 1 by misfortane's galling load oppreſſed, 
1 1 4 rom tinſel, and from crouds awhile I ſteal, 
; y bleeding heart wich ſerious hours to heal ; 


From each inferior object if 1 flee, 


F 
nd fix my ſoul on Poetry, and THEE; 30 
4 e to thy. Servant s virtuous aim benign, 
A Bron his faults, and favour his deſign. 
O THou! whoſe mighty mandate can reſtrain 
Y The Whirlwind's force, thexhunder of the main; 


Now, 


ww) 
Now, and at every ſuch important time, 
When I would only live to Heaven, and Rhyme, 


Sooth, with thy kind omnipotence, to reſt 


Fach perturbation that corrodes my breaſt ; 


Preſenc fair Virtue to my longing eyes, 1 1 

In beautcous proſpect let Elyſium rife ; | 409 

Be mine the pictures, and be mine the love 1 

That raviſhed PLA To in his laurel-grove. | | | 

| 1 

| O give me ſuch a happy mental frame YN 
| As rouzes oft the holy BRamins flame, * 
Who unemployed, unvexed with aught 1000, | 45 4 


Stranger to vice, to folly, and to woe, 


— 


In ſweet retirement fixes his abode, 
Marks blooming Nature, and adores her GOD. 
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im, reverend Sage, nor grief, nor pain aſſail, 


ealth, peace, and fragrance breathe in eyery gale: 50 
t eve, when Zephyr waves the ſtately trees, 

is inſpiration riſes with the breeze ; 

2 nick to the Throne of Grace his Veſpers fly, 

1 A ounted with Indian odours to the sky 


wo 
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Be all my wanderings from this moment oer, 55 


ö 
* 
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And let me waſte my fleeting life no more : 

Be! it, henceforth, my ſteddy care to find 

-# Health for my body, virtue for my mind; 

Jr irmly to execute the noble plan 

Urbar forms the youth, and dignifies che n man; 60 
Enables us each human ſhock to brave, 


| | 10 ſmile in age, NOT. ſhudder at the grave, 
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WHEN PLEASURE courts me to her fatal arms 

Wich Al the glitter of deluſive chirms; 

When Haz fteps forth from her gaudy train, 


And ſtrives to lead me captive in his chain, 

Let thy ſtrong influence cheer my m__ heart, 
Bravely to act the moral hero's part, 

To think how odious any deed mult be 


Ever condemned, in Nature's courſe, by TH EB: 70 f q 
Before me too let Vn ruꝝ be portrayed, .. - ; 
In all her winning majeſty arrayed; 7 
Let Mon ancient precedents compare, . 3 


Examples hideous, and examples fair; 

Obſerve how MA dq Eh oN As frantic You Ty; 75 
Deſerting all his Anis rorLE's truth, __ 
To paſſion, and exceſs his life reſigned, ; ain 4 
The murderer of himſelf, and human kind 1 
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Lr BruTvs to my fancy next appear, 


DPD 


XL Bzvrvs, whoſe name commands a patriots tear 80 
wo in a factious, diſſipated ſtate, 


7 Aſpired by goodneſs only to be great; 

3 Still perfect rectitude he ſtrove to gain, 

VUnmoved Hy fear, by pleaſure, or by pain; 

And cloſed his conduct with a glorious doom, 85 
Victim to Vix ru, LIBERTY, and Rowe! 


STILL warm me with thy true Religion's flame, 

BN RVOLENCE and ir are ſure the ſame; 

Let me not form inſtead of ſubſtance court, 

The idiot - actor of a holy ſport ; 7 90 
Let me deteſt a furious party-zeal, 


And. ſtrive to forward univerſal weal 7 


. 
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(622) 

Where er thy Providence, and Rule extend, | 
There let my intereſt, my affections blend; 

Let me the Goop as friends and neighbours view, 


An honeſt Turk, a CarsTian, or a Jew. 


InseiRE my breaſt with fentiments humane, 
And let me liften when the poor complain: 
Let me make all their hapleſs chance my own, 


Heave ſigh for ſigh, and echo groan for groan; 100 
Be mine the joy to bid the hungry live, 
And prop the being Two u att pleaſed to give. | 


Mr Poetry to THEE, myiGon, I o We 
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And Hou, again, haſt-givem amy verſe to ffo-öc-w. 
Then never may the:ralent:be:applied - 205 . 


To plead for villainy, or flatter pride: I 4 


613 

nov, and the Goop be ſubjects of my praiſe; 

1 Free from corruption let my generous lays 

| | g Defend the worthy, and the bad aſſail, 

1 hough legal tyrants hawl me to a jail. {19 


On! let me ſtudiouſly my ſoul refine ! 
1 Henceforth be Knowledge, and be Virtue mine 
b 5 ndaunted let me urge the glorious aim, 
Leet nought beneath it my attention claim. 
I And yet thy vital ſpirit longer give; 1t5 
A Let me not die till I have learnt to live! 
; This maxim to my mind be preſent {till,- 
4 } * Our happineſs depends upon our vill; 
4 H That no peculiar ſtation it aſſumes, | 


Is not eſſential to the warriour's plumes, 120 


D The 


6614 
The king's dominion, or the hermit's beads; 


The fure reward alone of virtuous deeds: 


With gold and titles will not always thrive, 


And dwells, perhaps, with Cox war more than CLive; ; 


But juſtly bids the ſelfiſh Hirco wait, 125 4 

Who builds his. fortune on a ſinking ſtate. 9 
Orr let me from a jarring world retir, 9 

And wake Philoſophy's ecſtatic fire 

Think on my Gop along the ſounding ſhoar, 

And liſten to His power in Ocean's roar; 130 

Reflect how great the Lord of all things reigns, 

Who heaves the billows, and their force reſtrains. | 


Oft through the fragrant meadow let me rove, 
And catch a lecture in the tuneful grove: 


For 


66 


or T#ov inſpireſt Philomela's note, 


135 
And poureſt muſic from the Linnet᷑s throat; 
: rom THEE the Thruſh hath his melodious trill ; 
: ; Tulxx are the ſoothings of the gentle rill ; 
Stronger by Taxes the rapid river flows, 

q BY THEE the oak. magnificently grows : 140 
Tur energy the heavenly hoſt pervades, 
; Not merely vigorous in our tranquil ſhades ; 

Tuov art not ſtinted to this little ball, 


Tun PRESENCE fills, connects, and governs ALL. 


Yer let me frequently ri goodneſs trace, 145 


And power amazing in the Human Racz; 
Worſhip, with gratitude, the bounteous Hanp 
Tua formed the ſocial, adamantine band; 
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666 
Tnar varying geniuſes on Man beſtowed, 


As vegetation lives in many a mode: 


As here a tulip, there a lily blows, 
Here too a SHAKESPEARE, there a Locks aroſe : 
Harmonious Differences compoſe the Whole, 


Bright emblems of the untveRSAL Sour ! 


Nor may I ſourly ſcruple to engage I5; 1 
In cuſtoms, and amuſements of the age, 4 
So long as neither my attention draw 
From THEE, GREAT GODHE AD, and Tar ſacred law 
Yes, let me ever ſtudy to endear 3 
Myſelf to Man (for Man's Tar image here) 160 
Whilſt I diſcharge to Virtue what I owe, 4 


Nor dignity, by cringing, feels a blow. 


) 
What boots, alas! a ſtupid Roman ſpell, 
TV ie cruel ſackcloth; and the moſs-grown cell? 
9 Can ſuch vain gew-gaws our CxRAroꝝ pleaſe? 165 
| F No-------there's no purity, no ſenſe in theſe: 
q : And though the paſſion may not be avowed, 

f IBeckkr, the faint, is BrœxEr, ſtill: the proud. 
| AnD if a noble-minded: friend I find, 
: | Mild to my failings, to my virtues kind 170 
Who ever holds my ſmiling fortune dear, 
And oer my miſery drops à tender tear; 


Oh! let my breaſt with equal * ww 
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2 ſuch tribute always to return; 
4 ; | From gratitude not meanly to be ſcared, 175 
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Though gibbets, wheels, and faggots were prepared. 


E AssIST 


FR 

| AssiST me, ever, Nature's courſe to ſteer, - 
My body healthful; and my conſcience clear; 
Diſcharging all my duties here below, 

All that to others, and myſelf I owe : 

| Theſe points alone the real owners bleſs, 

Mort makes none happy, happy none with leſs: 


Trvs, when at laſt, my ſtrenuous race I've run, 
No buſineſs of importance left undone; re 
When ſtrength no more it's force elaſtic lends, 13; 
1 And flagging life to it's concluſion tend 
Let not my age contempt by buſtling meet, 9 
But may I wiſely ſeck ſome calm retreat: ĩñẽ 
For action, and for books. alike unſit n. | 
Down to ſwect recolleQion let me ſit ; 1 
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